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Welcome from the President
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the Ninth World Congress of the Osteoarthritis Research Society
International (OARSI). This Congress brings together an outstanding assembly of clinicians, clinical investigators,
and basic scientists active in the ﬁeld of osteoarthritis. The Congress also draws individuals who represent
research and clinical development in industry and government, as well as others with a focused interest in
osteoarthritis research. Together we work to improve the quality of life of patients with osteoarthritis, as we move
toward further understanding of basic pathophysiologic mechanisms, and the development of new and improved
treatments and methods of prevention.
I am sure you will agree that an exceptional program has been prepared by the Program Committee, co-chaired
by Drs Richard Loeser and Leena Sharma, in concert with Dr Linda Sandell, OARSI Scientiﬁc Advisory
Committee Chair. We are delighted to honor Drs Charles J. Menkes and Michel Lequesne with Lifetime
Achievement Awards, and to recognize Gordon and Carol Segal with a Special Achievement Award for their
signiﬁcant contributions to the ﬁeld of osteoarthritis.
More than 500 members worldwide contribute to OARSI’s recognition as a leader in advances in clinical and
basic osteoarthritis research. The ofﬁcial journal of the Society, Osteoarthritis and Cartilage, continues to attain
high index ratings under the direction of its Editor, Dr Roy Altman.
As the world continues to present greater challenges for us as individuals and as an organization, the need to
respond to change becomes more evident and demanding. International interplays in organizations such as
OARSI allow us to come together in an accord of friendship and camaraderie to respectfully share our knowledge
and experiences with mutual respect and sensitivity.
I am privileged to have had the opportunity of working together with other members of OARSI leadership in
further strengthening the role of OARSI as the preeminent Osteoarthritis Society worldwide. Together with the
Board of Directors, the Program Committee and the Local Organizing Committee, we welcome you to the great
city of Chicago. We look forward to sharing with you in the scientiﬁc and social activities of what promises to be
a most rewarding Congress.
Sincerely,
Roland W. Moskowitz, M.D.
OARSI President
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